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Eisenhower MS and 
La Cueva HS Music 
Groups Selected to 
Perform
	Eisenhower Middle School 

Symphonic Band and La 
Cueva Camerata Orchestra 

were the featured honor groups at the 
2010 New Mexico Music Educators 
Association All-State Conference 
in January. Both groups performed 
in concert before an audience of  
over a thousand people at Popejoy 
Hall. Honor groups are selected to 
perform at the annual conference 
through submission of  audition tapes.

Eisenhower’s band director is John 
Converse and the school’s Symphonic 
Band consists of  over fifty students 
who have worked together to garner 
a variety of  honors and awards.  The 
band has received superior ratings 
in NMMEA District VII Large 
Group Festival for the past five years 
and individual band members have 
participated in District VII Solo and 
Ensemble Festival, Albuquerque 
Junior Symphony and Orchestra, 
Albuquerque Junior Youth Band, and 
Albuquerque Jazz Workshop. 
	
The La Cueva Camerata consists 
of  twenty-nine students. Under the 
direction of  Thomas Goodrich the 
group has long been recognized as 
an outstanding high school ensemble. 
Jo Ann Coffee, La Cueva’s principal 
writes, “It gives me great pleasure and a 
good deal of  personal satisfaction that our 
Camerata has been given the opportunity to 
represent our school and our community in 
such a prestigious capacity.” 

The APS Fine Arts program couldn’t 
agree more and our hats are off  to 
these two excellent ensembles.

Three Fine Arts Teachers Pass the National Boards!

Congratulations to David Ondrik, Aleita Kiwanuka, and Alyssa Agranat, three APS Fine 
Arts teachers who recently earned the distinction of  becoming a National Board Certified Teacher. 
They join Rick Wild and Rebecca Ortega, elementary music teachers, who earned this designation 
previously. Passing the National Boards requires dedication and commitment to the teaching 
profession and is considered one of  the highest symbols of  professional teaching excellence.
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David Ondrik is a visual art and photography teacher at 
La Cueva High School and an accomplished photographer 
himself. He has been with APS for six years. Although David 
originally saw the National Boards as a way to advance 
through New Mexico’s three-tier licensure system, he found 
that the entire process helped him to become a much more 
reflective, self-assured teacher. “I came into the school year 
with more confidence and a better idea of  what needed to be 
done.”

Aleita Kiwanuka, the drama teacher at Cibola High School 
wondered how she compared to other teachers across the 
nation. Already a Level III teacher, passing the National 
Boards reinforced for her the fact the she is more than 
capable of  implementing effective strategies to improve 
student learning. Aleita is especially interested in capturing 
reluctant readers. “I want to reach these kids to help them 
become more confident learners.”

Alyssa Agranat relocated to Albuquerque from New 
England because she wanted to study Flamenco dance. Once 
here, however, she found her true calling and became the 
drama and dance teacher at Truman Middle School. Alyssa 
attempted the National Boards because of  the opportunity to 
challenge herself  and found that the process of  analysis and 
reflection has had a very positive impact on her teaching and 
on her students.

Congratulations to these three outstanding Fine Arts teachers!

Fine Art Gallery at the NM State Fair

Tuesday - Friday from 3 - 6 pm 

Saturday and Sunday from 1 - 5 pm

Free gallery admission; paid parking on the weekends

Last day to view exhibit is Wednesday, March 10.


